Sports: With Kevin Durant resting a sore ankle, Warriors ride a solid third quarter to a 110-95 victory over New Orleans. Cl 
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Millie Pletkin asked her son, Steve, to help her recover the urn filled with her late husband Alex’s ashes from the rubble of her Santa Rosa 
home, which was destroyed in the Tubbs fire last month. “I knew | had to find him,” Millie Pletkin said. 


From Mendocino to Santa Rosa to Napa, there is profound heartbreak 
over what was lost in the deadliest wildfires in California history. 
Now, in the ashy footprints, there is deep gratitude for what was found. 


A LOVE STORY 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 


jsulek @bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANTAROSA » Millie Pletkin 
had been a widow less than 
a year when October’s epic 
fire destroyed her Fountain- 
grove neighborhood. 

In the ruins of her home 
in the Sunset Vista subdivi- 
sion, she asked her son to 
search for just one thing: the 
brass urn filled with the cre- 
mated remains of her hus- 
band, Alex. 

All she had grabbed that 
terrifying night was the 
briefcase filled with impor- 
tant papers her husband al- 
ways kept near the front 
door in case of emergency. 
She could barely forgive her- 
self. She had to go back and 
look. 

“That’s it. That’s all I 
wanted,” said Millie, 79. “I 
figured he would be mad at 
me if I left him, you know, 
didn’t take him with me. So 
I thought, I better get him. 
We were together 60 years.” 

But really, how could any- 
one possibly find ashes in 
the ashes? 

From Mendocino to Santa 
Rosa to Napa, there is pro- 
found heartbreak over what 
was lost in the deadliest 
wildfires in California his- 
tory: 42 lives, 8,400 homes 
and buildings and countless 
pets, papers and treasures. 


Kiky Lee and Michael Parmenter lost their home in the Atlas 
Peak fire, but visited the site to find intact the wine cave for 
their VinRoc Winery, with barrels of Cabernet Sauvignon. 


NEWS ON THE GO 


News on 
your phone 


Download the Mercury News mobile app 


for the best news from across the region. 


INSIDE » A7 


Under tight 
security, Egypt 


MOSQUE massacre 


Klay Knows 


¢ How important it is to stay informed 
e How to focus his mind before a workday 
e If you want to make an impact it starts at the local level 


LOTTETY esii 
Classified........ CA12 MOVIES issiria 
Comics. .......... Inside Obituaries......... 


THE B 


II 


THOMPSOy 


But now, in the ashy foot- 
prints, there is deep grati- 
tude for what was found. 
Brigades of trained vol- 
unteer “sifters” in hazmat 
suits and gloves are helping 
to find grandma’s wedding 
ring, grandpa’s war medals 
or a child’s handprint from 
a school craft project. Now, 
crews from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers are be- 
ginning to clear the charred 
home sites — bulldozing, 
scooping, dumping — so 
there’s a sense of urgency to 
try one last time to find that 
special thing in the ruins be- 
fore even the ruins are gone. 
“They’re wondering if 
anything is left. That won- 
dering can keep them up at 
night,” said Caroline Upton, 
a volunteer firefighter from 
Calistoga who also worked 
as a sifter for the nonprofit 
Team Rubicon. “Oftentimes, 
finding things acts as clo- 
sure so they can move for- 
ward with the trauma of 
what they’ve gone through. 
They can move beyond it 
and healing can begin.” 
Some fire survivors cling 
to memories, some to faith. 
But for many, holding some- 
thing tangible — a trinket, a 
relic — can be just enough. 
In Calistoga, sifters 
helped Will and Carol Ash- 
ford, both artists, unearth 
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SANJOSE » Winter may be on the 
way, but Silicon Valley chipmak- 
ers are having their moment in 
the sun. 

Semiconductors are the brains, 
heart and guts of just about ev- 
ery electronic gadget you own, 
and the companies that make 
them are famous for roller-coaster 
highs and lows as they seek to 
stay relevant in a fast-changing 
market. But as chipmakers pur- 
sue an acquisition binge, the re- 
cent deal wrangling is generating 
excitement from investors. After 
all, it was silicon chipmakers that 
gave Silicon Valley its name. 

Marvell Technology inked a big 
deal this month to buy San Jose- 
based Cavium, while Broadcom 
— another chipmaker with roots 
in San Jose — is pursuing what 
would be the biggest-ever acqui- 
sition deal in the technology in- 
dustry. Broadcom’s intended tar- 
get, San Diego-based Qualcomm, 
argues that Broadcom’s overture 
undervalues the company. 

Both Marvell’s and Cavium’s 
stock prices have soared nearly 
30 percent this month. 
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Can slow 
Earth spin 
signal 
quakes? 


By Sarah Kaplan 
Washington Post 


Rebecca Bendick would like 
you to not panic. 

The University of Montana geo- 
physicist knows you may have 
read the articles warning about 
“swarms of devastating earth- 
quakes” that will allegedly rock 
the planet next year thanks to 
a slowdown of the Earth’s rota- 
tion. And she feels “very awful” if 
you’ve been alarmed. Those dire 
threats are based on Bendick’s re- 
search into patterns that might 
predict earthquakes — but claims 
of an impending “earthquake 
boom” are mostly sensationalism. 

Here is what the science actu- 
ally says. 

There is no way to predict an 
individual earthquake. Earth- 
quakes occur when potential en- 
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